
PHIL 340 – Environmental Philosophy 

University of Oregon 

Spring, 2017 

2-3:20 UH, 101 Lib 

 

Instructor: Steven Brence 

Email: brences@uoregon.edu 

Office: 250 Susan Campbell Hall (SCH) 

Hours: 10:00-12:00, Tuesdays, or by appt. 

GEs: Rebekah Sinclair – rsinclai@uoregon.edu 

 Harris Smith – harrriss@uoregon.edu 

 

 

Course Description: 

 

As even more staid and conservative commentators increasingly warn of potential human- 

caused environmental catastrophe, perhaps more than ever we need to engage in serious and 

engaged reflection upon the place of humanity in the broader world. From climate change and 

the depletion of ‘resources,’ issues arising from our relation to the environment leave scarcely 

any broad human interest unqualified by the need for inquiry into that relation. This course will 

examine a range of recent efforts to inquire into the human in relation to the human and non-

human environment, issuing from a variety of perspectives and theoretical traditions. 

 

Required Texts: All Texts are available for download on the Canvas page for the course. 

(Check Course Schedule for specific readings.) These texts must be brought with you to both 

class and discussion on the days they are to be discussed. 

 

Course Requirements and Grades: 

 

• Three Essays, ~5 pages in length (75%) 

• Attendance and Participation (25%) - this may include short take-home and in-class 

writing assignments 

 

Assignment Guidelines: 

 

All written work, unless otherwise specified, should be written independently. You are 

encouraged to discuss all aspects of this course with your fellow students, but the work you turn 

in must be entirely your own. Any academic dishonesty will result, at minimum, in course 

failure. University of Oregon Academic Misconduct Code: http://dos.uoregon.edu/conduct 

Late essays will be marked down according to degree of lateness. 

Daily assignments, because they are meant to inform classroom discussion, cannot be submitted 

for credit except in class on the days for which they are assigned. 
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Philosophy Department Grading Rubric: 

 

A = excellent. No mistakes, well-written, and distinctive in some way or other. 

B = good. No significant mistakes, well-written, but not distinctive in any way. 

C = OK. Some errors, but a basic grasp of the material. 

D = poor. Several errors. A tenuous grasp of the material. 

F = failing. Problematic on all fronts indicating either no real grasp of the material or a 

complete lack of effort. 

 

Technology Guidelines:  

No electronic devices (including laptops, tablets, and mobile phones) are to be used during class 

time. Email messages should be addressed, signed, and have a subject heading which makes 

reference to the course (PHIL 340).  

Classroom Guidelines:  

Class attendance is required. You are expected to arrive before class begins, be respectful and 

polite to everyone in the room, and to stay until it ends. If you should need to leave before the 

end of class, please let me know before class begins.  

Learning Outcomes: 

 

Upon full and competent completion of this course, students will be able to: 

 

• Identify, compare, distinguish, and critically consider a variety of major theoretical 

traditions within environmental philosophy, with attention to both their respective 

theoretical and practical grounds, and their potential practical effectiveness. 

• Reflect, through critical engagement with environmental philosophy, and with greater 

precision and subtlety, upon a range of issues pertinent to the relationship of humanity to 

non-human nature. 

• Think through precise concepts and distinctions with greater dexterity and agility. 

• Write argumentative essays with improved clarity and precision. 

 

Accessibility: 

 

The University of Oregon is working to create inclusive learning environments.  Please notify 

me if aspects of the instruction or course design result in barriers to your participation. You are 

also encouraged to contact the Office of Accessible Education in 164 Oregon Hall at 346-1155 

or uoaec@uoregon.edu 

 

Sexual Harassment and Assault:  

The University of Oregon is committed to providing an environment free of all forms of 

discrimination and sexual harassment, including sexual assault, domestic and dating violence and 

gender-based stalking. If you (or someone you know) has experienced or experiences gender- 

based violence (intimate partner violence, attempted or completed sexual assault, harassment, 



coercion, stalking, etc.), know that you are not alone. UO has staff members trained to support 

survivors in navigating campus life, accessing health and counseling services, providing 

academic and housing accommodations, helping with legal protective orders, and more.  

Please be aware that all UO employees are required reporters. This means that if you tell me 

about a situation, I may have to report the information to my supervisor or the Office of 

Affirmative Action and Equal Opportunity. Although I have to report the situation, you will still 

have options about how your case will be handled, including whether or not you wish to pursue a 

formal complaint. Our goal is to make sure you are aware of the range of options available to 

you and have access to the resources you need.  

If you wish to speak to someone confidentially, you can call 541-346-SAFE, UO’s 24-hour 

hotline, to be connected to a confidential counselor to discuss your options. You can also visit 

the SAFE website at safe.uoregon.edu. 

 

 

Schedule* 

 

Week 1 (Apr. 4 - 7): Ecology and Phenomenology 

 

Intro. 

David Abram, “The Ecology of Magic” 

 

Week 2 (Apr. 11 - 14): Deep Ecology 

 

Abram, “Philosophy on the Way to Ecology” 

excerpts from the film The Cruise (Bennett Miller, 1999)   

Neil Evernden, “Nature in Industrial Society” 

Fritjof Capra, “Deep Ecology: A New Paradigm” 

 

Week 3 (Apr. 18 - 21): Deep Ecology 

 

Arne Naess, “The Deep Ecology Movement: Some Philosophical Aspects” 

George Sessions, “Ecocentrism, Wilderness, and Global Ecosystem Protection” 

 

 **Thurs (4/20): Essay #1 assigned in class** 

 

Week 4 (Apr. 25 - 28): Social Ecology 

 

Ramachandra Guha, “Radical American Environmentalism and Wilderness Preservation” 

"Pandora's Box: Episode 4, Goodbye Mrs. Ant" (Adam Curtis, 1992): 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ERLtyaugzw4 

Murray Bookchin, “What is Social Ecology?” 

  

 **Friday (4/28): Essay #1 due** 

 

Week 5 (May 2 - 5): Social Ecology, Ecofeminism 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ERLtyaugzw4


 

Greta Gaard and Lori Gruen, "Ecofeminism: Toward Global Justice and Planetary Health" 

Mary Mellor, “Ecofeminism and Environmental Ethics: A Materialist Perspective”   

 

Week 6 (May 9 - 12): Bioregionalism 

 

Kirkpatrick Sale, “Dwellers in the Land” 

Jim Dodge, “Living by Life: Some Bioregional Theory and Practice” 

Jason Corburn, “Street Science: Characterizing Local Knowledge” 

 

Week 7 (May 16 - 19): Technology 

 

Film: Koyaanisqatsi (Godfrey Reggio, 1982) 

 [screening: Sun. May 14, 7 pm, 129 MCK] 

 

Martin Heidegger, “Memorial Address” 

 

**Thursday (5/18): Essay #2 assigned in class** 

 

Week 8 (May 23 - 26): Technology 

 

Langdon Winner, “Luddism as Epistemology” 

Albert Borgmann, “Information and Reality at the Turn of the Century” 

Edward Spence - "Consumption and Sustainability: A Neo-Epicurean Approach to a Sustainable 

 Good Life in a Technological Age" 

 

 **Friday (5/26): Essay #2 due** 

 

Week 9 (May 30 – Jun. 2): Environmental Activism 

 

Paul Watson, “Tora! Tora! Tora!”, Excerpts from "Whale Wars" 

Dave Foreman, “Putting the Earth First,” “Strategic Monkeywrenching” 

Julia "Butterfly" Hill, “The Legacy of Luna” 

 

Week 10 (Jun. 6 - 9): Environmental Activism 

 

 **Tuesday (6/6): Essay #3 assigned in class** 

 

 **M (3/7): Essay #3 assigned in class** 

Kate Rawles, “The Missing Shade of Green” 

J. Baird Callicott, “Environmental Philosophy is Environmental Activism” 

 

Finals Week  

 

 **Tuesday, Mar. 13 (3:00 p.m.): Essay #3 due** 

 



 

* Changes may be made to this schedule at any time and announced in class, via email, or 

both. It is the responsibility of students to keep track of any such changes. 


